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Florida goes to Africa
As the red orange
glow from the set-
ting sun glistens
across the Serengeti Plain,
the sawgrass quivers in the
breeze creating serenity for
its inhabitants. The sounds
of the elephant herd and the
roaming antelopes drift
through the air while the li-
ons rest, waiting for dark-
ness to fall. The sights,
sounds, and smells create an
atmosphere similar to that
of Africa but in reality one
can find this setting at Busch
Gardens in Tampa.
The park was built in
1959 and extends over
three hundred acres divided
A newcomer from China, Ling
Ling the panda captivated crowds
from across the nation at Busch
Gardens, Ling Ling's temporary
new home.
into separate cities and vil-
lages with names such as
Timbukto, Niarobe, Morro-
can Village, and many more.
These "Forbidden Cities" of
the DARK Continent con-
tain rides, games, shops,
restaurants, and especially
animals.
The monorail allows peo-
ple to take a distant look at
the wild animals which roam
free but others preferred a
more close-up observation
of the animals and their
habitat and rode the train.
The train extends across the
park and straight through
the animals "turf."
Though many people go
to Busch Gardens for the
rides, the animals tend to
create their own "fan club"
of the curious and fasci-
nated.T By Sheri Geoghe-
gan
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